
MISSION TO RUSSIA – February 9, 2015
 Hello dear brothers and sisters,

      I bring you greetings from snowy Samara, Russia. Naomi and I want to thank you for your
continuing help and support over these many years. In January, it had been 19 years since we
made our first trip to Samara. In October of this year (2015) it will be 20 years since our first
visit to Siberia. All these years we have watched many things change in Russia and in our own
lives as we tried to help and teach the people the gospel. Our parents have died during these
years. There were problems with our children and grandchildren, divorce of family members,
and health issues.

     Yet, God has always helped us through all life problems. I believe He will continue to help
His people. Yet, life passes quickly and we must make the best of our time here. All of you
have faithfully helped us as we joined together in doing God’s work here in Samara. We are
truly thankful and grateful for each of you and your faith. You are in our prayers daily. God
bless you.

     It has been several months since I have written about the work. In September we traveled to
visit the Christians in Texas. They welcomed us with their usual kindness, hospitality, love, and
faith. We can say that we were truly encouraged by our brothers and sisters there and we hope
that they were blessed also by our visit. It is always a blessing and a joy to see everyone and
spend time together. Thank you for your faith, love, and support.

     2014 was a year of change for Naomi and me and our whole family. My father died almost
one year ago this month. That certainly influenced us and our family. Later both of our sons got
new jobs near us in North Carolina and they both moved back in the last few months of the
year. This has been a blessing for us to really be able to spend some time with them without
traveling so far.

     After our visit to Texas I traveled back to Russia and worked with the church until one week
before Thanksgiving and then I returned to the USA for my next visa and the holidays. I was
able to share all three holidays of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year with my family.
Naomi’s birthday was also in December and our wedding anniversary in the middle of January.
We have been married 45 years. Amazing! This was the first time in 19 years that I was able to
share all these times with my family in one visit. It was a blessing and it reminded me of the
need for me to be home with my family more.

     So, together with Naomi we prayed and decided that the time has now come for me to come
home and for us to only travel to Samara together once a year to encourage the church. This
decision was discussed with the mission committee while we were in Texas but only after much
prayers and discussions did Naomi and I decide on a final date to leave. Our current plan, if
God wills, is for me to come home on March 3rd. Naomi and I are considering a possible visit
together in the last quarter of 2015 to Samara for a couple of weeks but that is still not certain.

  Please pray for us and for the Samara church as we begin going through these life
changes. Of course, it will be hard but we both think that now is the proper time to make



these changes. Coming to Samara and working continues to become harder and harder due to
many factors. We considered all these things and prayerfully made our decision. Of course,
people are sad and we are sad too. We all shared our tears together. But Naomi and I strongly
feel it must be done now. Please continue to pray for us and the Christians, not only in
Samara, but all over Russia and the Ukraine. It is a trying time for people and their faith is
being tested in all these hard circumstances.  But God is still in control! We must remember
this. The church still plans to meet each week and to also have the children’s camp in summer.
 This year it is being planned for August. I believe God will help them.

   During this visit, as usual, I continue to work with the church and my students. Some of the Christians
here are suffering greatly in their private lives. They struggle with some of their family members who are not
believers, others struggle with money problems, and still others struggle with health issues.  Last Friday I went
to the hospital to visit a family that had two members of their family in the hospital, a father and son. The
father was nearing death and the son had a severe heart attack earlier. Of course, because of your help and
support, I was able to help them with funds for food, medicine, and to also help pay for a sitter to stay with
the father at night. On Sunday morning they contacted me to say that the father had died. This was an
especially hard situation due to the fact that his daughter is the lady I have talked about many times in my
letters. She was a former drug addict and lost her left leg due to an infected needle. She had depended on her
father for many years and was very close to him. Each week he would visit her and help her with food and
needed items for her and her son. I would do the same each week. The whole funeral experience over the
next two days was hard for her but I and others visited and helped the family as we could. It is people like this
that trouble me when I think about leaving the Samara work and I wonder how God will care for these people
when I am gone. Even though I do not know howâ€¦I believe He will help them.  I suspect He will use others
to do this work. Please pray about this situation. I know God hears our prayers and He will always do the right
thing.

   There are others like this woman that I help each week to come to the church. Some cannot come on
their own without a taxi because of their health problems. They can barely walk and cannot travel in the
snow. Please pray for them too. Pray that these people will continue to have courage and not give up in all the
hard life situations. Most of them are poor and the loss of value of the Ruble certainly affects how much food
they can buy. So, their lives are not easy.


