
NEWS as of 7/11/14: Paul wrote: Dear prayer partners, Here are a couple of quick praise 
reports:

1.  Last Sunday, July 6, 2014, we baptized Sharon Trejos, a young lady who has been 
attending for a couple years now.

2.  We've been praying for my (Paul's) mom's return to the U.S. after over 42 years on the
mission field.  She received the money for the sale of her house and signed the 
documents this week!!!  She will be flying to Belo Horizonte to spend a couple of weeks 
with my sister, Karen, before heading to the U.S. on August 6.  The next few weeks will 
be quite hectic for her and filled with a lot of emotion as she leaves the land where she 
has spent most of her life.  Please continue to pray for her and for our family as we find 
ways to help her adjust to living in the U.S. after all these years.  Making the change back 
is not really making the change back.  The U.S. is a far different country from the one she
left with her husband and children in early October, 1971.  I do not know any other 
details of her plans at this time, although I believe she plans to locate in the SW MO area 
near my brothers in the Joplin/Webb City area.

Thank you for praying with us for the work down here.  May the Lord continue to bless 
you in your ministry in your own corner of His harvest field.

In Christ, Paul and Sheri
**********

Dear co-laborers in Christ's harvest field,

Greetings from Pereira!
After just over a month spent in the flat country on the edge of the Amazon river near its outlet into the 
Atlantic ocean, it is good to be back in the cooler mountains of Colombia's coffee country!

Trip to Brazil
On September 25 Sheri accompanied me to Matecaña airport here in Pereira where I boarded a plane to 
Bogotá and from there caught another to Guarulhos International in São Paulo, Brazil. After spending 
the night in Guarulhos I caught a plane the next morning for Belém where I was met by my mom (Janet 
Moreland) at the airport there. Following a few hours of recovery from the effects of long flights and 
sojourning in airports, we got down to business in getting things buttoned up so that Mom can return to
the U.S. and be closer to most of her children. There was a lot to do and, as I told Sheri before leaving 
Pereira, if it were to all get done it would be the Lord's hand doing it all.

Forty Two Years
On October 11, two of the five original members of the Bill and Janet Moreland missionary family were 
in the city to which they had arrived forty two years before. On October 11, 1971 B,Janet, Sandra, Paul 
and Mark Moreland arrived in Belém, Brazil where our lives would be changed forever. A lot has 
transpired over the past four decades and we rejoiced at what the Lord has done through us and our 
varied ministries over the years.

Touching Tribute
On Mom's last Sunday with the church in Jardim Maguari they had a special time of commemorating her
ministry there. “Not an eye was dry” as the children sang a special song about a grandmother's love and 
then called out "We love you, grandma Janet!" One person after another told how her ministry had 
helped them draw near to God and helped to transform them into new creations through the power of 
God's Holy Spirit.

Sorting Through
On October 17 Mom traveled down to my sister Karen's place in Belo Horizonte in southern Brazil. This 
allowed her some distance from the stressful work of sorting through four decades of ministry and life's 



accumulation. Some of the ladies from the church in Jardim Maguari where Mom has been working for 
the past thirty years pitched in and helped and we were able to dispose of many items via a garage sale, 
donate others to various ministries and get the house ready for sale.

Loose ends
32 days is not much time when it comes to getting things taken care of and it was with a bit of misgiving 
that I boarded the plane to start my journey home on October 28. The car had been spoken for but not 
paid for, the house buyer we thought was lined up had fallen through and the new buyer only appeared 
less than a week before my travel time - while our lawyer was on vacation with her husband. At this 
time I'm not sure what the situation is as far as the property, and would appreciate prayers for a speedy 
resolution to the matter so that Mom will have the funds she needs to acquire living quarters in the U.S..
Also, I left a crate packed with a few items that Dad built before his death, old photos and other 
memorabilia from forty plus years of life in Brazil. We are still attempting to get things in order for this 
to be shipped to her in the U.S..

The Home Front
While I was in Brazil the church in Pereira continued on, of course. Several of the men took turns in the 
teaching/preaching areas and Sheri did not have too heavy of a burden thrust on her by my absence.  It 
was good to get reports on how things were going and to see the greater maturity exhibited by the 
church in many ways.

Transportation Upgrade
After my return to Colombia we started shopping for a car once more. Thanks to the generosity of a 
couple of churches and some individuals, we were able to increase our budget to just over 10,000 U.S. 
dollars for this much needed tool. This placed us in the position of being able to look at much newer 
vehicles. Included in this note is a picture of the white 2008 Optra that we were able to track down. It 
has right around 49,000 miles (78,500 kilometers) on it and we are the second owners. The original 
owner uses our mechanic as well and is known for taking good care of her vehicles. And the Lord helped 
us to pick it up for over $1,000 dollars under market value! Thank you all for praying with us about this 
need. We hope and pray that it will continue to serve the ministry here for many years to come.

Good to be home
It is good to be home. Miguel Calderón gave the message on Sunday, giving me time to get my 
"portnish" straightened back out into Spanish after my month long immersion into the language of 
Brazil. The church gave Sheri a special surprise birthday party, planning everything since I wasn't able 
to get home until the day before her birthday.  The testimonies from different people as to how the Lord
has been working in their lives have been great to hear.

Thank you
The experience of helping Mom get things buttoned up in Brazil has made me a bit nostalgic. To see the 
many letters from friends and supporters over the years and to hear the testimony of how so many have
reached out to her and held her up in prayer just makes us that much more thankful for those of you 
who are a part of our own ministry here. Thank you for making it possible for us to live and minister 
here in Pereira. Thank you for helping us to touch lives with Christ's gospel, to transform lives through 
helping them to renew their minds as they dig into the Lord's Word and apply it to their lives. On that 
final day, when the Lord comes for His own, you will have a share in the precious treasures laid up for 
Him through the ministry here in Pereira.
----------------------------------

2013-10-24 – Greetings from Belém!

Things have been going well, for the most part, as I try to get everything done before starting my 
return (to Colombia) on Monday. Thank you for your prayers, we have seen God working in so many 
ways during this process.

Tomorrow, the Lord willing, we will be selling the house! Please lift us up as we do what we can in 
this process. This has been a major concern and it looks like the buyer will transfer the funds to Mom's 
Brazilian account tomorrow. If so, that is a big load off my mind before I travel on Monday. The car is 
still not sold, but there is still time - all it takes is the right person with the means to pay, the Lord has it 



covered, I'm sure!

The Lord willing, I'll travel to São Paulo on Monday, stay overnight then on to Bogotá Tuesday, 
finally reaching Pereira on Wednesday. In the meantime there is still a lot to do to get things wrapped 
up here.

Thank you for being a part of our team and for lifting us up before the Lord in prayer.

In Christ, Paul

------------------------------------------------------

2013-10-14 – Greetings from relatively cool Belém!

It's nice to feel a bit of a breeze coming through.  Today things went fairly well for the most part.  
A couple of the ladies from church came by to lend a hand and several people came by and bought 
things.  Then they went home almost at 1 so we ran to the grocery store and bought lunch by the kilo 
from their lunch counter.  A bit expensive, but the food was good.  We bought some milk and other 
necessaries and came home.  

Then the ladies came back and started sorting and pricing cloth.  More folks came by and bought 
more things.  Tomorrow there's going to be a bunch of ladies from a couple of churches coming by to 
say good-bye to Mom in the evening. That should prove interesting.

We've got two more days to get things wrapped up before Mom travels.  We'll see how things go 
then.

-------------------------------

2013-10-04 – Greetings from Belém do Pará just a few miles from the mouth of the 
Amazon river!

I, Paul, arrived in Belém on September 26 at about 2:30 p.m. and my mom, Janet 
Moreland, met me at the airport. It was good to see her after about a year and a half 



since my last visit here. We took it easy that day and then got down to business in 
getting things ready for her upcoming move to the U.S.

So far we've managed to get rid of a few things and get others organized so as to know 
what to do with them. My uncle and cousin, Jim and Philip Moreland, came up from 
Guaraí and Araguaína for a couple of days to lend us a hand and visit.  Philip helped us 
with a few things regarding the disposal of the house and they took some shelves and 
books with them when they returned home. We praise God for them and the help that 
they have been over the years.

It has been interesting to observe Mom's interaction with the people of the church here 
in Jardim Maguarí where she has served for the past three decades. What a joy to see 
the people she invested so much time, prayer and tears in leading the congregation 
here. What a joy to see the children calling her “Grandma” and many of the people 
refer to how she has been a mother to them over the years. The countless hours of Bible
study, counseling and prayer have yielded dividends in lives transformed by the saving 
Gospel of Jesus the Christ.

The time is growing shorter for us to get everything done that needs to be done. The 
main need is to finalize the sale of the house and concrete the form of payment and 
transfer of funds to the U.S.. The main problem is the the buyer may not follow through
and we'll need to follow up with other leads.  As I mentioned to Sheri before I left 
Pereira, "If everything falls into place it will be indubitably the hand of God responsible
for it all." Indeed there is no way humanly possible to get everything done, but that is 
where faith steps in. :)

Mom will be traveling to Belo Horizonte on October 17 and I will be finishing up what I 
can here in Belém before traveling back to Pereira on October 28/29. The Good Lord 
willing, Mom will be traveling to the U.S. a few weeks before Thanksgiving and will be 
spending that holiday with the family in SW Missouri and NW Arkansas. 

Needless to say, there are going to be a lot of extra expenses for Mom as she makes this 
move. Airfare and setting up housekeeping in the U.S. are two of the main extra 
expenses she will be facing. I'm concerned as some of her supporting churches have 
already withdrawn support since she announced her imminent return to the U.S., 
effectually leaving her in the lurch. After 42 years living and working in South America 
it will be a real challenge for her as she settles back in to the culture in the U.S..  She 
left everything to follow the Call to serve Christ in the Amazon valley. Now she is in 
need of serious support as she makes the return to her "home culture." By support I'm 
not writing merely about the financial costs involved, I'm writing about the emotional 
and psychological needs she will have upon returning to a place where everything will 
be different and new to her.

Right now Mom's at a regional women's gathering. I know it will be an emotionally 
charged time as she says goodbye to the people to whom and with whom she has 
ministered for many years. I'm taking this time to write some rambling thoughts and 
hopefully get them sent off to those of you who are our prayer partners. Thank you for 
listening and for lifting up Janet Moreland and the many needs she has during this 
time of transition.



The Good Lord willing Mom will be based in the SW Missouri area near three of her 
five living children and several of her grandchildren. She is going to need housing 
(she'll be staying with my brother Mark at first, I believe) and transportation.  She'll be 
in need of appropriate clothing as the climate in Missouri in November is FAR different
from the climate in northern Brazil at ANY time of the year. She'll eventually be in need
of many household items as she sets up her home there. She is going to be in need of 
people who will take the time to help her get settled back into the U.S. and who will 
support her as she faces the many changes she will be going through.

Her hope is to find a way to continue to minister, to find a church that will take her into
their hearts and help her find ways to contribute to their ministry according to her gifts
and experience. 

Changing the subject slightly, Sheri is currently in Medellin visiting her parents before 
they travel to the U.S. in a few days. They will be traveling to the U.S. so that her mom 
can get a knee replacement surgery and Sheri wanted to spend some time with them 
before they left. We praise God for the team He has been building in Pereira that allows
us this freedom to attend to our parents in different ways while the work goes on at 
home. Please pray for her and her parents as they will be traveling to the U.S. soon and 
she will be returning to Pereira this weekend.

I'd appreciate prayer as well as there is a lot to be done in arranging for shipping what 
few household items Mom will be taking to the U.S., selling her car, selling the house, 
arranging transfer of funds and many, many other, smaller yet still important details. 
I'm probably rambling and repeating myself by now so thanks once more for 
"listening" and especially for lifting us up before the Lord's throne in prayer. I, for one, 
rejoice at how the Lord has used Janet Moreland over the years. I pray that His people 
in the U.S. will reach out to her in love and minister to her in this time of transition and
on into the coming years we pray she will have to continue her ministry there. To all 
who have supported her and prayed for her over the past 42 years of ministry, thank 
you. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. You have made a difference in the lives of
many people by enabling her to live and minister here in Brazil even after my dad, 
William "Bill" Moreland, stepped into the eternal presence of his Lord and Savior 
twenty years ago. Thank you for standing with her now as she nears the end of her 
service in a land that once was foreign yet now is more familiar to her than the land of 
her birth.

While I am in Brazil email will most easily reach me via my mobile email address: 
ambracol@gmail.com. PLEASE only use this address (ambracol@gmail.com) for 
personal, non-bulk, non-attachment email as the internet service we are using is VERY 
sloooooooooooow and easily bogs down.

          In Christ,  Paul W. Moreland
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